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Day 14, Saturday, January 15, 2022

ALL IN THE FAMILY

Don’t you wish you lived in the perfect family like the Cleavers with their wise father and practical
mother.  Or the Huxtables with their hilarious dad’s endless wit?  But we don’t!  We’re stuck with
siblings that drive us so crazy we think of ways to kill them.  Whether we know it or not, our families
are a classroom for God to develop character traits like forgiveness, mercy, grace and trust.  God
puts us in families to teach us how to be more like Him.  As we raise our children, we get a glimpse
into the heart of the Father who loves without limits.  As we carry out our marriage vows, “for better or
for worse,” we learn to sacrifice ourselves one for the other, as He sacrificed Himself for our sins.  As
we stand by our siblings in the struggles of life, we learn to look past their failings as our Father looks
past ours.  As we care for the needs of our aging parents, we learn to serve in the same gentleness
and compassion that Christ shows to us in our frailties.  Through the entirety of our family, with all its
sometimes crazy dynamics, we see the fierce loyalty of Father God to his children, thus giving us
courage to imitate that same loyalty and care.  Without question, God works in us as we endeavor to
work through our family “issues.”

Over and over in scripture we see His hand touching generations to bring His plan to fulfillment;
Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and even through the genealogy of Jesus Christ.  God also uses the
family to teach us about sticking together.  In walking through life with our families, we share the good
and the bad.  We care for one another, pray for one another, and learn the value of standing together
in tough times as well as rejoicing in good times.  Scripture says, “All have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God” (Rom 3:23).  Inevitably, we will wound one another or let one another down in some
way.  But in our family, we can hold onto each other and walk through our differences with mercy and
forgiveness.  No matter our family situation, God can use it to teach us more about who He is and to
help us rely on Him.

Pray This Prayer
Dear God, thank You for what You have taught and are teaching me through my family.  I confess to
you that sometimes I feel I’m going crazy trying to deal with these things my family is in.  I don’t
understand things and I definitely don’t agree with some of my families’ decisions.  But they are my
family, so help me to grow in love, forgiveness, mercy and kindness.  My family needs you!  We need
you to come into our lives and fix the things that are frayed and broken.  Please help us.  Let us see
your hand of mercy move in these areas that simply aren’t right.  Save every member of my family.
Give us a revelation of your heart of love and when we sense that, draw us to a place of full
surrender.  I’m going to trust you because you’re the only solution we need.  In the Name of Jesus I
ask these things of you.  Amen.



Scriptures to Meditate on
Gen 17:7, 1 Pet 4:7-8, Rom 12:17-19


