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Day 15, Sunday, January 16, 2022

BRIDGING THE GAP

It might surprise you, but did you know that even God’s family is screwed up?  “Say what!” you ask
yourself.  Yup…screwed…up!  Bible 101 states that God is our Creator, thus, we’re all his children.
All 7.9 billion people, with 380,000 being added daily, and all are messed up.  Look at God’s first born,
Adam.  Created in perfection by a perfect Father (literally…perfect) and placed in Paradise.  You
couldn't ask for anything better.  And that same Father spoiled his son.  Not by giving him a car at
graduation.  No, no, no.  That would be too little for “God’s boy!”  No, Adam’s Dad gave him the
EARTH AT BIRTH!  Every tree, every animal, every bird, and every fish.  He said “everything is yours,
son!”  And how did Adam respond to his father?  He thumbed his nose at his dad and became a
rebel.  It gets worse.  Because Adam screwed up, every descendent after him, including you, has
become a rebel, a reprobate, a dirty rotten sinner!  Pop goes your “I’m a good person” balloon.
Because of this, we’re ALL estranged from God.  But there’s hope for us.

King David faced this.  His handsome, charming son, Absalom, got his “nose bent” and rebelled
against his father David.  Instead of doing a heart check towards humility to make things right,
Absalom dug his heels in and rebelled further.  He did what Adam did.  He shook his fist at his father.
The end result was that it ultimately cost him his life.  It’s one of the saddest stories in the Bible.  I
think about everything that Absalom did to his dad, to destroy him, to ruin him, to hurt him, and bring
pain to his life.  In the end, it never changed one thing about David's love for his son.  David still loved
Absalom!  There are lessons to be learned from this account, and I direct this admonition mainly to
children who still have their parents alive.  Rebellion against parents is fraught with agony, pain, and
hurt, not just for your parents, but mainly for yourselves.  You will get hurt the worst.  If you rebel
against your parents; you’re playing a game you cannot win!  Ever.  You may have the upper hand for
a period of time, and get done what you wanted to get done with your rebellion, but in the end, you’re
going to be hurt.  Deeply.  Sometimes permanently.  When we don’t honor our parents as the Bible
commands, you…will pay a heavy price.  Again, you can’t win that game.

Sin ALWAYS has two children:  Sorrow and Death.  If the sin of rebellion isn’t taken care of, the
children of sin, Sorrow and Death, will take up residence in your life and will not leave until you make
things right with the Father…and your parents.  As poor of a parent as Davis was, he still made
multiple efforts to reconcile with Absalom, but Absalom was determined to have HIS way and it
ultimately cost him his life.  God’s plan for estranged families is reconciliation and restoration to
bridge the gap.  God doesn’t want hurt, misunderstandings and separation in families.  He wants
peace, harmony and much grace to define our relationships.  Children, regardless of your age, make
things right with your parents.  Do as another wayward son did in Luke 15, and go back to your
parents for reconciliation.  Don’t stay estranged.  Allow God to take the cards of Sorrow and Death
out of your hands and hand you some different cards called Forgiveness and Peace.



Pray This Prayer
Heavenly Father, I’m not fully sure how to do this or what to say, but I want to make things right with
You and my parents.  Forgive me of anything I’ve done and wash me clean.  I choose to humble
myself so You don’t have to do that to me.  Give me the right words to say to my folks and help them
to be receptive.  Put our relationship back together and give us the proper love for one another.  I
choose to put my life and situation in Your hands.  Help us.  Fix us.  We need a miracle in this year of
the Supernatural.  Make our relationship better than ever.  In the wonderful name of Jesus I ask this.
Amen!

Scriptures to Meditate on
2 Sam 14:14, Pro 19:11, Lk 15:11-32, Eph 4:29-32, Rom 12:9-10


