
21 in 22 Bethel Church Fast

Day 7, Saturday, January 8, 2022

WE’RE SO GLAD YOU’RE HERE!

If you hang around church folk very long, you’ll hear the word “covering” pop up from time to time. If
you’re like most people, you’ll think it means “covering up.”  Not so.  There’s a big difference between
“covering” sins and “covering up” sins. There’s only one time in the New Testament that the word
“cover” is used in that context, and that’s in 1 Pet 4:8, “Above all, love each other deeply, because
love covers a multitude of sins.”

Sometimes this passage is misinterpreted to mean that our love for each other blots out our sin. Make
no mistake, the only love that can cancel out sin is the love of Jesus manifested in His death on the
cross. What Peter is talking about here is the unconditional love and acceptance that should be
present in the Body of Christ. Because we’re all in the boat of “sinners saved by grace,” there’s no
need to air our dirty laundry or check each other’s closets for all the skeletons hidden.  We don’t wink
at sin or pretend it doesn’t exist.  Neither are we naive to think that our past decisions don’t have
current consequences.  The great missionary statesman, Danny Ost, once said: “If you look back,
look all the way back to the cross!”  Such wise advice.  Because God gladly welcomes us at the
Cross, we should have the same attitude towards those who walk through our doors at Bethel and
say, “Good morning.  Great to see you!”  And even more so as we begin to know that person at a
greater level and they share some of their past, we need to CONTINUE to display a warm, welcoming
attitude of love and acceptance.  It’s not our job to convict, change and deliver.  That’s the Holy
Spirit’s role.

Sadly, in some church fellowships, that love and acceptance isn’t always present. This results in an
environment where we can’t be real with each other for fear we’ll become exposed and put through a
gossip mill. The church should be the safest place for us to reach out for help with our struggles,
short-comings, and indeed, our failures.  That being said, we should use discretion as to who we
share those things with.  The general rule for “sharing” is to do it with a “mature saint” that’s been
down the road further than you.

Pray This Prayer
Dear Lord, thank You for putting me in a body of believers that is so loving and kind.  Thank you that I
don’t have to worry about people airing my dirty laundry as “prayer requests.”  Thank you that they’ll
simply love me for who I am.  Help me to always have a tender heart that can look past whatever
failings others may have, recognizing that I, too, am a sinner saved by grace.  Help me to always be
“for” people and never against them.  Enlarge my heart with a greater capacity for compassion,
acceptance, and humility so I can demonstrate the old adage, “But for the grace of God, there go I.”



In Christ’s great name I pray this.  Yes and amen!

Scriptures to Meditate on:
Heb 10:24-25, 1 Thess 4:11, Gal 6:1-5, Acts 9:10-19


